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Amendments to the Oaim^: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
^plication: 

Listing of Claims: 

L (currently amended) A method for replicating a plurality of original packets in both 
directions of a packet flovr received by a first device, the packet flow following a first routing 
path which includos between a source device and a destination device, jhe first routing path 
including the first device, the method comprising: 

receiving a request &om a second device for oonnectixxg with the first device, the request 
identi^mig at least one predetennined criterion; 

connecting the first device with the second device in response to the request; 

recdving botih dirgctions of the packet flow with the first device; 

in the first device, identiJ^ng the orig^al packets [[in]] fiom both directions of the 
packet flow according to the at least one predetermined criterion; 

in the first device, generating replicate packets corresponding to the original packets; 

transmitting the oiigfaial packets from the first device along the first routing path to the 
source and destmation de-sices: and 

transmitting the re]3licate packets from the first device along a second routing path, the 
second routing path being different Scam the first routing path and inclxiding the second device. 



2, (Canceled) 

3, (previously presented) The meliiod of claim 1 wherein the first and second devices 
communicate using a proi;::>col which comprises a packet redirection protocol. 

4, (Original) The inethod of claim 3 wherein the packet redirection protocol comprises 
an object caching protocol 
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5, (ouirently amended) The melhod of claim 1 wherein the original packets indicate [[a]] 
the destination devic e, tho doiitination device b e ing includod in tho firct routijcxs path, - tb& first 
dc^ico tranianitting ^fee-eri gbaal pae ko to to the destination do\ioo via the first routing path, tb o 
s oeond dcvico facilitating -^ ansmi s ijion of th e replioato packets to th e destination dQ\ricc ^ via the 
second routing path. 

6. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 whereia the second device comprises a 
test device for fecilitating inspection of the replicate packets. 



7- (canceled) 

S, (currently amended) The m e thod of claim 7 finUior oompriainp: A method for 
replicating a plurality of original packets in a packet flow received hv a first device, the packet 
flow fbUowing a first roTiting oath which includes the first device, the method comprising: 

receiving a reouesl: fiT>m a second device for connecting with the first device, the request 
identifying at lea^t one nnidetermined criterion: 

connecting the first device with the second device in response to the request: 

receiving the pacbst flow with the first device; 

in the first device, identifying the original packets in the packet flow according to the at 
least one predetermined ciiterion; 

in the first device, generating replicate packets corresponding to the original packets: 

transm itfirtp ; tha nripi'nal packets fi:-om the first device along the first routing path; 

transir>i'iti-nQ; the replicate packets fit>m the first device along a second routing path, the 
second routing path being different firom the first routing path and including the second device: 

deteimining which of the original and-rephcate packets reach their respective destination 
devices first, thereby identifying a winner destination device; and 

awarding a connection to an originating device to the winner destination device. 
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9-10. (Canceled) 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the original packets originate from a 
source device, the method for replicating the original packets being transparent to the source 
device. 

12. (Original) The: method of claim 1 wherein the original packets indicate a destination 
device, the method for replicating the original packets being transparent to the destination 
device- 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the first device comprises a router, 

14. (currently ameaded) The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one predetermined 
criterion comprises at least one selected from a group consisting of a source address, a 
destination address, a socket, a port, and a protocol tvpe . 

15-27. (canceled) 

28. (new) A roxrtecr operable to repEcate a plurality of origuaaJ packets in both directions 
of a packet flow received by a fii^t device, the packet flow following a first routing path between 
a source device and a destination device, the first routing path tachiding the first device, the 
router comprising: 

a memory having at least a portion of a router operating system stored therein; and 

a processor for controlling operation of the router according to the router operating 
system, the processor beirg configured by the router operating system to; 

receive a request fcom a second device for connecting with the JBrst device, the 
request identifying at least one predetermined criterion; 
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connect tiie first device with tibie second device in response to the request; 

receive both directions of the packet flow with the j5rst device; 

in the first device, identify the original packets jBrom both directions of the packet 
flow according to the at least one predeteoniaed criterion; 

in the first device, generate r^licate packets corresponding to the original 
packets; 

ttaasmit thr? original packets from die first device along the first routing path to 
the source and defr!ination devices; and 

transmit the r^Iicate packets fiom the first device along a second routing path, 
the second routing path being different from the first routing path and including the 
second device. 

29- (new) An apparatus for rephcating a plurality of original packets in both 
directions of a packet flo\s^ received by a first device, the packet flow following a first routing 
path between a source device and a destination device, the first routing path including the first 
device^ the apparatus com;;>risiiig: 

means for receiving a request from a second device for connecting with the j&rst device, 
the requ^ identifying at least one predetermined criterion; 

means for connecting the first device with the second device in response to the request; 

means for receivixig both directions of the packet flow with the first device; 

means for, in the first device, identifying the original packets fix)m both directions of the 
packet flow according to the at least one predetermined criterion; 

means for, in the first device, generating repHcate packets corresponding to the original 
packets; 

means for transmitting the original packets from the first device along the first routing 
path to the source and desiination devices; and 

means for transmitting the replicate packets from the first device along a second routing 
path, the second routing path being different from the first routing path and including the second 
device. 
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30. (new) A coniputer readable medium on which is provided a computer code for 
replicating a plurality of original packets in both directions of a packet flow received by a first 
device, the packet flow following a first routing path between a source device and a destination 
device, the first routing path including the first device, the computer code comprising 
instmctions for: 

receiving a requesi: Scorn a second device for connecting witJbi the first device, the request 
identifying at least one predetermined criterion; 

connecting the first device with the second device in response to the request; 

receiving both directions of the packet flow witt tfcie first device; 

in the first device. Identifying the original packets fiom botii directions of the packet fl.ow 
according to tiie at least one predetermined criterion; 

in the first device, generating replicate packets coiresponding to the original packets; 

transmitting tiie ongrcal packets fix>m the first device along the first routing path to the 
source and destinarion devices; and 

transmitting the re})licate packets firom the first device along a second routing path, the 
second routing path being different firom the first routing path and including tJie second device. 

31, (new) A routei' op^able to replicate a plurality of original packets in a packet flow 
received by a first device, the packet flow following a first routing pafli which includes the first 
device, the router compriscjag: 

a memory having at least a portion of a router operating system stored therein; and 

a processor for controlling operation of the router according to the router operating 
system^ the processor being configured by the router operating system to: 

receive a request from a second device for connecting with the first device, the 
request identifying at least one predetermined criterion; 

connect the first device with the second device in response to the request; 
receive the packet flow with the first device; 

in the first device, identify the original packets in the packet flow according to the 
at least one predetermined criterion; 
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in the first device, generate replicate packets cotrespondiag to the original 
packets; 

tcansmit th,e origioal packets fiom the first device along the first routing path; 

transmit the replicate packets from the first device along a second routing path, 
the second routing path being different from the first routing path and including the 
second device; 

determine which of the original and repHcate packets reach their respective 
destination devices first, thereby identifying a winner destination device; and 

a^vard a co}inection to an originating device to the winner destination device. 



32. (new) An apparatus for replicating a plurality of original packets in a packet flow 
received by a first device^ the packet flow following a first routing path which includes the first 
device, the apparatus comjprising: 

means for receiving a request fipom a second device for connecting with the first device, 
the request ideatrfying at least one predetemmied criterion; 

means for connecting the first device with the second device in response to the request; 

means for receiving the packet flow with the first device; 

means for, in ttie first device, identifying the original packets in the packet flow 
according to tiie at least one predetermined criterion; 

means for, in the first device, generating replicate packets corresponding to the original 
packets; 

means for transixni< ting the original packets from the first device along the first routing 

path; 

means for transmirting the replicate packets firom the first device along a second routing 
path, the second routing psilh being different from the first routing path and including the second 
device; 

means for determining which of the original and replicate packets reach their respective 
destination devices first, therdDy identifying a winner destination device; and 
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means for awarding a connectioii to ati originating device to the winner destination 

device, 

33. (new) A computer readable medinm on which is provided a computer code for 
reheating a plurality of original packets in a packet flow received by a first device, the packet 
flow following a first routing path which includes the first device, the computer code comprising 
instructions for. 

receiving a request fiiom a second device for connecting with the first device^ the request 
idCTtifying at least one predetemiined criterion; 

connecting titie first device with Ihe second device in response to the reqixest; 

receiving the paclc«?t flow wilh the first device; 

in the first device, identifying the original packets in the packet flow according to the at 
least one predetemjined criterion; 

in the first device, generating replicate packets corresponding to the original packets; 

transmitting the original packets fiom the first device along &e first routing path; 

transmitting the rejilicate packets fi?om the first device along a second routing path, the 
second routing P^th being different fbom the first routing path and including the second device; 

detennining which of 'flie original and replicate packets reach their respective destination 
devices first, thereby idenlifying a winner destination device; and 

awarding a connection to an originating device to the winner destination device. 



34. (new) The meiliod of claim 8 wherein the first and second devices communicate 
using a protocol which coinprises a packet redirection protocol. 

35. (new) The method of claim 34 wherein the packet redirection protocol comprises an 
object caching protocol, 
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36. (new) Thfi merJiod of claim 8 wherein the second device comprises a test device for 
facilitating inspection of Uie replicate packets. 

37- (new) The mediod of claim 8 wherein the origtnal packets originate from a source 
device^ the method for replicating The original packets being transparent to the soxnre device. 

38. (new) The mediod of claim 8 wherein the original packets indicate a destination 
device, the method for repHcating the original packets being transparent to the destination 
device. 

39- (new) The merhod of claim 8 wherein the first device comprises a router. 

40. (new) The metiiod of claim 8 wherein the at least one predetermined criterion 
comprises at least one selected fix)m a group consisting of a soxirce address, a destination 
address, a socket, a port, and a protocol type. 

41. (new) A method for replicating a plurality of original packets in a packet flow 
received by a first device, the packet flow following a fixst routing path which includes the first 
device, the packet flow corresponding to a destination, the method comprising: 

receiving a requesi fiom a second device for connectiag with the first device, the request 
identi&dng at least one predetenniaed criteriotL; 

connecting the first device with the second device in response to the request; 

receiving the packet flow with the first device; 

in the first device, identifying the original packets in the packet flow according to the at 
least one predetermined criterion; 

in the first device, generating replicate packets corresponding to the original packets; 

transmitting the original packets fiom the first device along the first routing path to the 
destination; and 
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transmitting the replicate packets firom the first device along a second routing path, the 
second loxrtix^g path being dififerent from the first routing path and including the second device, 

wherein the destiniation is different from the second device. 



42- (new) The meiiiod of claim 41 wherein the first and second devices communicate 
using a protocol which coinpiises a packet redirection protocoL 

43, (new) The method of claim 42 %vlierein ttie packet redirection protocol comprise an 
object caching protocoL 



44, (new) The method of claim 41 wherein the original packets indicate a destination 
device^ the destination device being included in the jSrst routing path, the first device transmitting 
the original packets to the destination device via the first routing path^ the second device 
fecilitatiAg transmission oi^the replicate packets to the destination device via the second routbig 
path. 



45. {new) The method of claim 41 wherein the second device comprises a test device for 
fecilitatii^g inspection of tlie replicate packets. 



46. (new) The mdiod of claim 41 wherein each of the ori^al packets indicate one of a 
plurality of destination defaces each of the destination devices being logically connected with the 
first device via a protocol, a first one of the destination devices being included in the first routxij^ 
path, a second one of destination devices being included in the second routing path> and wherein 
the replicate packets are transmitted along the second routing path to the second one of the 
destination devices. 



47. (new) The method of claim 41 fiirther comprising: 

detemuning which of the original and replicate packets reach their respective destination 
devices first, thereby identijfying a winner destination device; and 
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awarding a connection to an originating device to the winner destination device. 



48. (new) The merJiod of claim 41 wherein the original packets originate from a source 
device^ the method for rqjlicatmg the original packets Ijeing transparerrt to the source device. 



49- (new) The method of claim 41 wherein the original packets indicate a destination 
device, the method far replicating the orignial packets being transparent to the destination 
device. 



50- (new) The mdhod of claim 41 wherein the first device comprises a router. 



51. (new) The method of daim 41 wherein the at least one predctennined criterion 
comprises at least one selected from a group consisting of a source address^ a destination 
address, a socket, a port, smd a protocol type, 



52. (new) A router operable to replicate a plurality of original packets in a packet flow, 
the packet flow following a first routing path which includes the router, the packet flow 
corresponding to a destinardon, the router compnsing: 

a memory having ;at least a portion of a router operating system stored thCTein; and 

a processor for controlling operation of the router according to the router operating 
system, the processor being configured by the router operating system to: 

receive a request &om a requesting device for connecting with the router, 
the request identifying at least one pxedetexxnined criterion; 

connect the router with the i^uesting device in response to the request; 

receive the packet flow with the router; 

identify the original packets in the packet flow according to the at least one 
predetermined criterion; 
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generate replicate packets corresponding to the original packets^ 

transmit the original packets Srom the router along the first routing path to 
the destination; and 

transmit thf? replicate packets from the router along a second routing path, the 
second routing path being different from the first routing path and including the 
requesting device, 

wher^ the destination is different from the second device. 



53. (new) An apparatus for replicating a plurality of oiigitial packets in a packet flow 
received by a first device, the packet flow following a first routing path which includes the jSrst 
device^ the packet flow corresponding to a desttnation^ the method comprising: 

TpftflTT ^ SofT receiving a request from a second device for connecting with the first device, 
the request identi^dng at least one predetermined criterion; 

means for connecting the first device with the second device in response to the request; 

means for receiviDg the packet flow; 

means for identifying the original packets in the packet flow according to the at least one 
predetermined crit^on; 

means for generatiiig replicate packets corresponding to the original packets; 

means for transmitdng the original packets along the first routibog path to the destination; 

and 

means for transmitTdng the replicate packets along a second routing path, the second 
routing path being different from the first routing path and including the second device, 

wherein the destination is different fi^om the second device. 



54. (new) A computer program product for replicating a plurajity of original packets in a 
packet flow received by a pococessing device, the packet flow following a first routing path which 
includes the processing de/ice^ the packet flow corresponding to a destination, the computer 
program product comprising: 
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at least one computer readable niedixiin; and 

computer program instructions stored in die at least one computer readable medium for 
causing the processing device to: 

receive a request &om a second device for connecting with the processing 
device, the request identifying at least one predetermined criterion; 

connect with the second device in response to ttie request; 

receive the p adcet flow; 

identify the original packets in the packet flow according to the at least one 
predetermined criterion; 

generate re]>Iicate packets corresponding to the original packets; 

transmit the original packets along the first routing path to the destination; 

and 

transmit the replicate packets along a second routing path, the second routing path 
being different firom the first routing path and including the second device, 

wherein the destination is (Jiflerent from the second device. 



55. (new) A method for remotely monitoring a portion of a packet flow associated with a 
first device using a second device, the packet flow following a first routing path, the packet flow 
corresponding to a destinaaon, the method comprising: 

receiving a request from the second device for connecting with the first device via a 
protocol; 

logically connecting with the second device via the protocol; 

receiving the packet flow with the first device, the first device being included in the first 
routing i>ath; 

in the first device, identifying original packets in the packet flow according to at least one 
predetexmined criterion; 

in the first device, generating replicate packets corresponding to the original packets; 
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transmitting the onginal packets ftom the first device along the first routing path to ttie 
destination; and 

traxLsmitting the replicate packets fiom the first device to the second device along a 
second routing path, the second routing path being different finom the first routing path, 

wherein the destination is different from the second device. 



56, (new) A router operable to facilitate monitoring by a remote device of a portion of a 
packet flow associated with a router, the packet flow following a first routing path which 
includes the router^ the packet flow corresponding to a destination, the router comprising: 

a memory having at least a portion of a router operating system stored therein; and 

a processor for conbxjiling operation of the router according to the router operating 
system, the processor beir^g configured by the router operating system to : 

receive a request fiom 'flie remote device for connecting with the first 
device via a protocol; 

logically connect with the remote device via the protocol; 

receive the packet flow; 

identify original packets in the packet flow according to at least one 
predetermined criterion; 

generate rep^Iicate packets corresponding to the original packets; 

transmit the original packets along the first routing path to the destination; 

and 

transmit the replicate packets to the remote device along a second routing path, 
the second routing ]Dath being dififerent firom the first routing path, 

wherein the destination is different firom the second device. 



57. (new) A router operable to facilitate monitoring by a remote device of a portion of a 
packet flow associated witli a router, the packet flow following a jgist routing path which 
includes the router, the packet flow corresponding to a destination, the router comprising: 
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means for receiving a request from the remote device for connecting with the first 
device via a protocol; 

means for logically connecting with the remote device via the protocol; 

means for receiving the packet flow; 

means fi>r identifying original packets in the packet flow according to at least one 
predetemiined criterion; 

means for generating replicate packets corresponding to the original packets; 

means for transmnting the original packets along the first routing path to the 
destination; and 

means for transmitnng the replicate packets to the remote device along a second routing 
path, the second routing path being different fix>m the first routing pafli, 

wherein the destination is difiCerent firom the second device. 



58* (new) A computer readable medium on which is provided a computer code for 
fecilitatii;g monitoring by a remote device of a portion of a packet flow associated with a router, 
the packet flow following a first routing path which includes the router, the packet flow 
corresponding to a destination, the computer code comprising instructions for: 

receiviag a request fiom the remote device for connecting with the first device via 
a protocol; 

logically connecting with the remote device via the protocol; 
receiving the packet flow; 

idoitLfying original packets in the packet flow according to at least one 
predetermined criterion; 

generating replicate packets corresponding to the original packets; 

transmitting the original packets along the first routing path to the destination; and 

transmitting the replicate packets to the remote device along a second routing path, the 
second routing path being (iifferent Scorn the first routing p ath, 
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wheiein the desdnation is diSerent from the second device. 



16 
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